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Alfred C. Post. 

Aurrep C. Post was born in the city of New 
York, on the 13th January, in the year 1806. 
His father, Jorn Post, was a merchant of dis- 
tinguished abilities, and the younger brother of 
the late successful surgeon Wricut Post, M. D., 
whose medical opinion was courted by the most 
prominent citizens, and whose name became a 
synonym for care or cure. 

In the month of October, 1819, ALFRED was 
admitted a freshman in Columbia College, and, 
after an eventful course of diligent study and 
no slight reward, was graduated in August, 
1822, when he formally received his diploma as 
bechelor of arts. Young Posr’s companions 
were of no ordinary stamp, for, among his imme- 
diate associates, in the classical study of college 
life, we find the names of Rev. Wu. R. Witt1Ms, 
Rev. Epwin Hott, and Joun L. Srepuens, Esq., 
the celebrated traveller, whose works abound 
with interest and instruct the fascinated reader. 
In 1823, Aurrep Post selected as his future 
sphere a doctor's life, with all its professional 
vicissitudes and uncertain issues. Accordingly 
he became a medical student in the office of his 
uncle, Dr. Wricut Post. At that time he also 
attended the lectures of the professors in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, which was 
then situated in Barclay street. As if fore- 
warned of the peculiar trials incident to the 
practice of the healing art, and the risk con- 
tinually attending a medical man’s career, young 
Post was attacked, during his first winter's 
course, with varioloid, and for some time was in 





@ very critical condition. This would have 
deterred many from continuing their investiga- 
tions ; but the young doctor abated not his zeal, 
though out of a class of two hundred students 
in attendance, eighty were victims of the said 
varioloid: most of them, however, had the disease 
in an exceedingly mild form. The origin of this 
miniature epidemic was brought about by the 
imprudent introduction of two subjects for dis- 
section and anatomical examination, whose death 
had been caused by the small-pox. It was 
thought, and with much reason, that the students 
had contracted a milder form of the same dis- 
ease by their continued intercourse in the imme- 
diate vicinity of these contagious bodies; as their 
own affection broke out only a few days after 
the cadavers had been so imprudently placed 
before their uninitiated eyes. It was during the 
final year of his pupilage that all the professors 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons unan- 
imously (if the term may be employed) resigned. 
Subsequently they formed a new medical school, 
in connection with many prominent upholders, 
and united in creating a faculty conjoined with 
Rutger’s College. This institution, truly verify- 
ing the trite axiom that “the good die young” 
passed out of existence after a few years of the 
most energetic labor of the first minds in the 
country. Young Post, however, retained his 
connection with the veteran college over which 
the Regents of the University and those i 
authority appointed a new board of professors, 
and pursued his studies with zeal till the spring 
of 1827, when he became justly entitled to, and 
received the well-merited degree of M. D. 

In the fall of the same year, Dr. Aurrep C. 
Post visited Europe for the purpose of the 
better appreciating modern science as dis- 
cussed through foreign brains, and practically 
weighing it in connection with the home doc- 
trines of zealous practitioners. He remained 
abroad nearly two years. Not content with 
attending the lectures of the medical fac- 
ulties of England, Ireland, and Scotland, he 
passed many months in the hospitals of Paris 
and Berlin and the better to strengthen his 
already excellent foundation in nature and art 


. 
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in the cure of disease, also visited Italy and 
Germany, and has since experienced the vast 
benefit to be derived from a conscientious appli- 
cation in the pursuit of varied treatment and 
nosological investigations. This was not merely 
a medical tour, for the Doctor acquired much 
facility in familiarizing himself with the French, 
German, and Italian languages. In the summer 
of 1829 he returned to New York and almost 
immediately entered the New York Hospital as 
house-surgeon. Within a twelve-month he be- 
came prosector to Dr. ALExanperR H. Stevens, 
who was then professor of surgery in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons. 

In 1832 he was appointed demonstrator of 
anatomy in the same Institution, under Dr. Joun 
Avevustine Suita, who held the professorship at 
that time. The following year (1833) Dr. Post 
was elected one of the surgeons for the ear, to 
the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. During 
this period his experience became enlarged and 
his cures were productive of great satisfaction 
to those who watched his labors, and of no little 
benefit to the afflicted poor. In 1836 the gov- 
ernors of the New York Hospital saw fit to 
choose him as one of the attending surgeons to 
that most charitable asylum; and in many cases 
has he not only relieved suffering, but by a 
mechanical ingenuity rescued an afflicted patient 
from the pains of a prolonged operation. 

In 1842 he was appointed Professor of Oph- 
thalmic Surgery in the Medical College of Cas- 
tleton, Vermont, a position for which he was 
amply qualified in many respects. The next 
year (1843) he was called upon to accept the 
honorable place of Professor of the Principles 
and Practice of Surgery in the same college. 
This is an additional proof of his previous suc- 
cess, and of his fitness for a responsible chair. 

In 1851 Dr. Post was elected to the Professor- 
ship of Surgeryin the Medical Department of 
the University of the City of New York, and 
still teaches with vigor, perspicuity and acu- 
men, this most important branch of medical 
instruction. Full of facts, concise, rarely using 
a superfluous word, Dr. Post commands the 
esteem of his fellow laborers and the highest 
respect of his attentive students. Unlike many 
lecturers, he reads from his own manuscript, not 
trusting to by-notes or marginal references. 
Conscientious, to a microscopic certainty, he 
declaims from fixed facts, and unfolds, in a com- 
pendious and an interesting manner, the cause, 
symptoms and true treatment of a surgical affec- 
tion, leaving on the memory important data, and 
commingling with the dryest statements apposite 
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and ludicrous anecdotes which serve addition- 
ally to impress the mind and relieve the bur- 
dened fancy. Of all the lecturers I have heard, 
Dr. Post seems to confine himself more close- 
ly and continuously to his subject than any 
other. 

One day, when the Professor was treating of 
diseases of the eye and the various operations in 
connection with the subject, he mentioned and 
explained many very hard named terms, which of 
necessity had to be employed. This promised an 
increased difficulty, when, in a few weeks we were 
to be examined for our much desired diplomas. 
But what was the consternation of the class, 
and, in fact, their temporary delight, when the 
doctor, after making various attempts to read 
out a polysyllabic term of multifarious inflexions, 
finally took up the chalk, wrote it out neatly and 
at length on the black-board, and triumphantly 
exclaimed, amid the applause of the students: 
“There, gentlemen, is the operation” for such 
and such an affection. After reading this long- 
winded, metaphysical and comprehensive trans- 
lation of a complicated affair, much resembling 
the old Greek expression of fifty syllables for 
conveying the idea of adish containing fifty differ- 
ent ingredients, we could not blame the lecturer 
for not reading out this word, and inwardly con- 
soled ourselves that the chances were nine out 
of ten that we would not be expected to remem- 
ber one term at least. 

Dr. Post has devoted special attention to 
ophthalmic, aural, orthopedic and plastic sur- 
gery, and in many instances has saved an organ 
and alleviated tortures not to be endured by 
original treatment and continued care. 

In the year 1840 he published a small treatise 
on Strabismus, which also contained an appen- 
dix on stammering. Besides writing fluently 
and with force on the subject, Dr. Post per 
formed the operation for stammering at an earlier 
period than any other American surgeon. In 
the same year, 1840, he devised a new method 
of performing bilateral lithotomy, employing for 
the purpose of dividing the prostate, a canula 
sliding over a rod and armed with two knives, 
one of which projected on each side. 

But one of the principal features in the 
doctor’s public career, and that which deserves 
honorable mention, is his clinic. For years it 
has been his custom, every Saturday, to devote 
two hours to clinical instruction and free treat- 
ment, in the University Medical College. I can 
venture to asert that during that time he does 
not waste one moment by any outside allusions 
or unnecessary remarks, 
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Clear, emphatic, and ever ready to explain a 
hidden difficulty, he acts and talks, prescribes 
and examines, lays bare and palpates till the 
slow-paced movements of advancing time declare 
anend to the eventful day. Curious cases, some- 
times, of an unique nature are brought before 
the student’s eye. Operations of unusual gravity 
have been performed by him for the mutual 
benefit of those who listen and the amelioration 
of those in pain, and it is with no little satisfac- 
tion that week after week the sick return with 
health and gratitude, and what was once a tumor 
only shows a scar. 

If it were necessary to designate the doctor by 
eharacteristics peculiarly his own, those most 
justly deserved and fitly applied would be the 
charitable, conscientious, well read and eminently 
Christian surgeon. 





CASES SELECTED 
FROM 
Proressor Fuiint’s Mepicat Cuinics 
At the Long Island College Hospital, Session of 1864, 
Reported by Alex. F. C. Skene, M. D., 
Cftinical Assistant to the Chair of Pathology and Practical Medicine. 
Diseases of the Respiratory Organs. 
Case III. Purnisis Putmonauis. Caviry. 


History. M. M., xt 37; has been for six 
months affected with a cough which, at first, 
was attended with very little, if any, expecto- 
ration, and gave but little trouble. For some 
months past it has been more severe, especially 
in the morning, and attended with free expecto- 
ration. 

She has been gradually losing flesh and 
strength, and has observed that she is short of 
breath and easily fatigued on taking exercise. 
She has occasionally felt lancinating pains at 
the upper part of the chest. Her feet swell at 
times, and she has night sweats. 


Present Condition. April 22d. The pulse 
is rapid, and there is a bright red spot on each 
cheek ; in short, she has the symptoms of hectic 
fever. The tongue is clean and her appetite 
and digestion normal. The mind appears to be 
clear and quite active. 


Examination of the Chest. There is flatten- 
ing or depression at the apex of the chest on 
the right side. There is tympanitic resonance 
on percussion at the right infra-clavicular, re- 
gion. By making percussion at that point, 
when the patient has the mouth open, the 
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elicited. The physical signs obtained by aus- 
cultating the chest are the following. At the 
right infra-clavicular region the expiratory 
murmur is cavernous in quality, having lost its 
normal vesicular character. The expiratory 
sound is prolonged and lower in pitch than the 
inspiratory. At other parts of the chest the 
respiratory sounds are normal. 


Treatment. The patient has been for some 
time under the care of one of the visiting physi- 
cians of the hospital, who gave her a tonic of 
iron with cod-liver oil. She reports now that she 
is improved, having gained strength. She was 
directed to continue the oil and iron, to live out 
of doors as much as possible, and use the most 
nutritious articles of food. 


Commentary. Tuberculous disease of the 
lungs is, by most writers, divided into three 
stages, viz: Ist. Stage of crude tubercle, 2d. 
Stage of softening. 3d. Stage of excavation. 

In studying physical signs and their applica- 
tion to diagnosis, the following division is more 
convenient. 1st. Small disseminated tuberculous 
deposits. 2d. Abundant deposit, involving con- 
siderable solidification. 3d. Tuburculous dis- 
ease advanced to the formation of cavities. 

These are the three stages of the disease 
which can be distinguished by means of physi- 
cal signs. The period when softening takes 
place cannot be demonstrated, nor is it neces- 
sary to do so, because no change of treatment 
is required at that time. This case furnishes a 
good example of the disease in the third stage, 
or that in which there is a cavity. The tendency 
of the disease is to progress by the repetition of 
the morbid changes which constitute its three 
stages, 7. e. new deposits are made, which, in 
time undergo softening and result in the forma- 
tion of other cavities. 

The cavities tend to close by contraction, and 
in some cases their sides become united by 
adhesion forming cicatrices in the lung tissue. 

The object in treatment is to arrest the por- 
gress of the disease, if possible, by constitutional 
treatment. With a view to that end, the chaly- 
beate tonic and cod-liver oil were given: in 
this case. Cod-liver oil was, at one time, 
looked upon as almost a specific in tuberculosis. 
Further clinical observation has led to the 
belief that it acts as a nutrient and is beneficial 
only so far as it aids in the general nutrition. 
When the remedy is agreeable to the patient it 
certainly is useful, but, when it is offensive and 
nauseating, there is but little benefit to be ex- 
pected from its use. 
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Case IV. Purutists Purmonaris: Deposit on 
THE Lert Sipe. 

History. XK. C., seamstress, et 17 years ; has 
had a slight cough for the last six months. 
Lately there has been a little expectoration of 
frothy mucus in the morning, the time when she 
usually coughs the most. She has had sharp 
pains at the upper part of the chest, but they 
never continued long at a time nor caused much 
inconvenience. 

Her strength has failed a little, so that her 
usual employment fatigues her. On taking 
active exercise her breathing becomes hurried, 
and she feels a want of breath. 

She had not considered herself in need of 
treatment, but her friends urged the necessity 
of her seeking medical advice in consequence of 
the long continuance of her cough. 
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Present Condition. April 15th. The patient 
presents a healthy appearance, her color is good 
and her eyes are remarkably clear and bright. 
She has a cheerful expression, and, though she 
states that she has lost flesh, there is no appear- 
ance of emaciation indicative of disease. 

The pulse is feeble, but otherwise natural. 
The appetite and digestion are normal. 


Examination of the Chest. The thorax has a 
symmetrical appearance. The right side ex- 
pands more than the left during a full inspira- 
tion. There is dulness on percussion on the left 
side below the clavicle. The sound occurring 
with inspiration, heard at the apex of the left 
lung, is broncho-vesicular in character. The 
expiratory sound is prolonged and higher in 
pitch than the inspiratory. There is increased 
vocal resonance and the heart sounds are abnor- 
mally intense at the upper part of the left lung. 
Posteriorly at the left supra-scapular region the 
same physical signs are obtained and in a more 
marked degree than in front. 


Treatment. The patient was directed to live 
out of doors as much as as she could, and not to 
fear taking cold by doing so. The most nutri- 
tious form of diet, including animal food and 
saccharine substances, was recommended and 
the following prescriptions made: 

R. Quinie et ferri citratis 3ij 
Aquez fSiij M. 
A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily. 
R. Spr. frumenti fZiss 

To be taken three times daily, providing she 
felt her strength increased after each dose, but 
if it produced languor to take only half the 
quantity. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





[ Vor. XII. 


Progress of the Case. May 3d. The patient 
reports that she followed the directions, taking 
the fall amount of stimulant ordered. She has 
gained strength and improved generally. Her 
cough continues, and she states that if she had 
something to make her cough loose she would 
be well. The same treatment was continued 
and she was directed to suppress the cough as 
much as possible. 


Commentary. This case is of interest as 
showing the value of physical signs in diagnos 
ticating disease of the thorax. There is nothing 
in the appearance of the patient and but little 
in the history of the case that would indicate 
the existence of tuberculosis. Phthisis migh# 
be suspected from the history but without some 
other means of diagnosis it would remain a sup- 
position only. 

The physical signs of disease in this case are 
most marked behind, which shows that though 
we usually find the signs of phthisis at the apex 
of the chest anteriorly, yet in all cases, especially 
of doubt, the chest should be examined pos- 
teriorly as well as in front. 

In the management of phthisis local treatment 
is not often called for, nor is there much ac 
complished by it, but whatever affects the 
general health favorably tends to arrest the 
local disease, and vice versa, there is much to 
be expected from remedies which improve the 
general condition of the system. 

Out-door life with exercise is of primary 
importance to those affected with tuberculosis. 
Doubtless much of the benefit supposed to be 
derived from change of climate and travelling is 
due to being in the open air. Tuberculous 
patients often refrain from going out, fearing 
that they may take cold, and it is always neces- 
sary to warn them against that error, for they 
are more liable to bronchitis when confined 
in-doors. The patients generally feel that if 
they could raise the irritating matter from the 
lungs they would be relieved, and they are 
induced to make voluntary efforts to do so by 
coughing; this is a delusion which they should 
be guarded against by directing them to sup- 
press the cough rather than encourage it 
Tonics are called for, such as were prescribed 
in this case. Quinine acts as a nerve tonic and 
it is believed that it tends to prevent the abnos- 
mal perspiration, which is one of the worst 
symptoms of the disease. Iron is beneficial in 
preventing or removing the anemia which gene- 
rally accompanies tuberculosis. 

Alcoholic stimulants, when they are well 
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borne and given regularly in proper quantities, 
exercise a favorable influence in maintaining the 
strength of the patient and in arresting the pro- 
gress of the disease. 

Some object to stimulants on the ground that 
habits of intemperance may be established by 
their use, but clinical observation show that the 
danger, if any there be, is not sufficient to ex- 
clude the use of a remedy of such therapeutic 
value. 


EprroriaL DepartMeENT. 


Periscope. 


Cheap Disinfectant. 

In the Medical Times and Gazette, Dr. Rost. 
Dray, recommends a strong solution of iodine 
in meterylated spirit, as a safe, cheap and effici- 
ent disinfectant. 
iodine are that it purifies solid surfaces as well 


ride of lime, without its abominably nauseous 
odor. Sinks, closets, etc, etc., should be occa- 
sionally disinfected by it, in hot weather. Where 
sickness causes the chazse persee to be used, a 
small quantity will correct a disagreeable odor 
which otherwise would be wafted through and 
over the house. 


Sulphuric Ether in Feigned Diseases. 
In detecting the various affections feigned by 
soldiers, there is none more valuable than sul- 
phuric ether. The American Medical Times 


recommends it because of its slow and insidious 
action, which enables the surgeon to easily 
detect the feigned deformity or sickness. In 
aphonia, chronic rheumatism, anchylosis, incon- 
tinence of urine, and numerous other complaints 
the soldier selects often to deceive his medical 
officer, the exposition under its influence is 
complete, and hence its advantage over chloro- 
form, the action of which is too sudden and 
dangerous to be employed with impunity. 


Water as a cause of Obesity. 
M. Dance, in a paper read to the Paris 
Academy of Sciences, has directed attention to 


the importance of water as a cause of obesity. 
He narrated two experiments—one on a lean 
horse, from-whose diet per day three pounds of 
oats were subtracted, while it was supplied with 
an abundance of water, into which a pound of 
bran was put. In the course of twenty-seven 
days it increased about thirty-six pounds in 
weight. In the same regiment, an exceedingly 
fat mare, that could hardly carry its rider, was 
reduced from an allowance of sixty litres of 
water per day to fifteen, and speedily lost its 
obesity, resuming its former vigor. 








Treatment of different Forms of Acne. 

At the London Hospital for Skin Diseases 
Mr. Stari recommends in acne rosacea and 
acne simplex the acid solution of iron in half 
ounce doses, while in the former known as the 


tuberculous, occurring in those of that general 
disposition, he places more confidence in the 
iodide of iron, which is administered in doses of 
from one to two grains. Malt liquors are strictly 
prohibited in all cases. In almost all, the local 
use of the red lotion is directed, and any larger 
pustules or tubercles, which may be observed, 
from time to time, are touched on their apices 
with the acid nitrate of mercury solution. In 
addition to these remedies the direction is mostly 
given to be particular in squeezing out the con- 
tents of the distended follicies as soon as they 
become perceptible. 

The “acid solution of iron” is made by dis- 
solving three ounces of epsom salts, and two 
drachms of sulphate of iron, in half an ounce of 


| dilute sulphuric acid, and a pint of infusion of 


quassia. The “Red Lotion” consists of two 


scruples of the bichloride of mercury, one of the 
The proposed advantages of | bisulphuret, and ten minims of creosote, in a pint 
| the bichloride. 
as Densy’s and Buryetr’s liquids, and its addi- | 


tion is volatile and acts at a distance like chlo- | ; 
‘ness, as well as amusement, which young men 


of water; each ounce containing two grains of 


Heattu.—An indispensable requisite for busi- 


spend the greater part of their money in dam- 
aging, and old men the greater part of their 
wealth in repairing. 





Reviews and Book Notices. 


Essays on Infant Therapeutics. To which 
are added Observations on Ergot ; History of 
the Origin of the use of Mercury in Inflamma- 
tory complaints; together with the statistics 
of deaths from Poisoning in the City of New 
York, in the years 1841-2-3. By Joun B. 
Beck, M. D., etc., ete., ete. Third edition, 
revised and enlarged, 24mo. pp. 167. New 
York, William Wood & Co., 1864. 

This little work has been for sometime out of 
print, and we are glad to see a new edition. “To 
most of our readers it is well known. It does 
not profess to be a work on the diseases of 
children, but consists merely of eight essays on 
the effects of opium, emetics, mercury, blisters 
and sinapisms and bloodletting on the young 
subject; observations on ergot; an account of 
the origin of the use of mercury in inflammatory 
complaints; and statistics of deaths from poison- 
ing in the city and county of New York, during 
the years 1841-2-3. An appendix of illustrative 
cases, etc., is added. 

The well known learning and erudition of the 
author gives value to anything that emanated 
from his pen, and this work can be consulted on 
the various topics named above with profit. 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

ta For the past few weeks the price of print- 
ing paper has been emulating that of gold, and 
reached the enormous figure of belween forty 
and fifty cents a pound! Under these cireum- 
stances we concluded that we could best sub- 
serve our own interests and those of our sub- 
scribers by waiting a while for the return of 
reason in the paper market. The result is that 
paper has receded to ¢hirty cents a pound (and 
this is three times the old price!) and we have 
again set the wheels of our publication in 
motion. 

Subscribers will please observe that we have 
omitrep six weeks from July 23rd to August 
27th. The numbering of the issues goes on, 
however, regularly, and this omission will have 
no effect on the payments that have been made, 
except to carry them six weeks forward from 
the dates at which they would otherwise have 
terminated. 

We regret this irregularity, but “the times 


are out of joint,” and we are no worse off than 


many other enterprises in our country, nor as 

badly as some. We are determined to survive 

the stérm, if engineering and strategy will do it, 

even at the expense of some irregularity. 
Geninnennilfigltpenen 


THE NEW SURGEON-GENFRAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES ARMIES. 


Dr. Jos. K. Barxes, who, for many months 
past has been Acting Surgeon-General, has been | 
appointed Surgeon-General of the United States 
Armies, vice Dr. Wau. A. Hamonp, dismissed 


the service. 

Dr. Baryes’ administration of the affairs of 
the office has, we believe, given universal satis- 
faction, and we congratulate the medical depart- 
ment of the army and the country on the acqui- 
sition of so capable and efficient an officer in 
this high and responsible position. 

a 


THE LATE SURGEON-GENERAL HAM- 
MOND. 

The result of the court-martial in the case of | 
Surgeon-General Hammonp, has at last been | 
promulgated. The case was on trial about four | 
months, and had a patient and thorough investi-| 
gation, as well as review subsequent to the trial. | 
We shall offer no comments further than to say | 
that we were surprised when we heard the! 


EDITORIAL. 


| Sion that it was necessary to be done. 
| before the detail was made, but I would not 
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nature of the charges at first, and feel humili- 
ated to think that such charges have, after a 
long and careful trial, been fastened upon a 
member of our profession, and that the highest 
medical officer of our Government has been 


| adjudged guilty of such crimes as to render him 
‘unworthy of ever again holding any office of 


honor, profit, or trust, under the Government of 
the United States. The charges and specifica- 
tions in this case were published in the Re. 
porter of June 11th, Vol. xi., p. 378. 
Judge-Advocate-General Hor remarks as 
follows on this case : 
“A plea of not guilty was entered upon each 


of the charges and specifications, and after a full 


hearing of the testimony for the Government 


/and the defence, and the examination of a large 


amount of documentary evidence, together with 
the consideration of the elaborate arguments of 
both sides, the Court rendered a finding of 
guilty on all the charges, and sentenced the 
accused to be dismissed the service, and to be 
forever disqualified from holding any office of 
honor, profit, or trust, under the Government 
of the United States. 

In reporting upon this case, the second 
charge—conduct unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman—vwill be first considered. 

Under this charge it was alleged that accused 
made a false declaration, in writing, that Dr. 
Cooper had been relieved from his position as 
Medical Purveyor at Philadelphia, because, 
among other reasons, General Ha.irck had 
requested, as a particular favor, that Dr. Mur 
RAY might be ordered to duty in that city. 

It appears from the evidence that, on the 8th 


| of October, accused requested of the Adjutant- 


General that Dr. Cooper be relieved from duty 


/as Medical Purveyor, at Philadelphia, by Dr. 
| SMITH. 


On the 13th he wrote a letter to Dr. 
Coorrr, as follows: 


‘My Dear Doctor:—I have just received 
your note. The detail for your relieval from 
duty went to the Adjutant-General a few days 
since. I told Situ to tell you of it. It was 
with great reluctance, even with pain, that I 
made the detail. I am entirely satisfied with 
your energy, faithfulness, and acquaintance with 
your duty; but I found great complaints made 


‘in regard to your manners, which were con- 


stantly reiterated from medical officers and 
citizens of standing. I believe the change would 
have been made over my head had I not made 
it myself. I was forced to come to the conclu- 


Once 


sign it, and this time it lay on my table several 
days. This is one reason. The second is even 
more imperative. Hatteck requested, as a 
particular favor, that Murray might be ordered 
to Philadelphia. There was nothing for Mvr- 
ray to do there but to take your place, K1na’s, 
or Suirn’s. The latter have both been in active 
service, and I thought it best to relieve you on 
that account. 

As A. K. Suiru is, in my opinion, better suited 





1864.] 


epi nmap 
to perform the duties of Purveyor than Murray, 
I decided to make him Purveyor, and Murray 
Medical Director of Transportation. 
I assure you that, so far as your official action 
is concerned, I have not the least fault to find. 
Yours sincerely, 
W. A. Hammonp.’ 


General Hatxeck testified substantially that, 
“to the best of his recollection.” he never made 
any request of the accused to order Dr. MurRayY 
to Philadelphia; the only communication he 
ever made to him on the subject being a letter 
on the lst of October, stating that Dr. Murray 
had served long and faithfully in the field, with 
the army in the West, and would like to be 
transferred to Eastern hospital duty, and asking 
the consideration of his case. 

On the part of the defence, a letter from Dr. 
Morray to General Hatueck, dated Louisville, 
September 27th, was submitted, in which Dr. 
Mcrray stated to General Haxveck, that if he 
would request the Surgeon-General to order him 
to Philadelphia, it would “be done at once.” 
And it was claimed by the accused—but not 
shown—that General Hauueck, besides writing 
the letterfof October 1st, in which he asked that 
Dr. Murray’s desire to be ordered East on 
“hospital duty” might be considered, also, in 
some personal interview, made a verbal request 
that he be assigned to that duty in Phila- 
delphia. 

The argument of the Judge Advocate on this 
charge may be found on pages 57 to 59 of his 
“Reply,” and that of the counsel for the accused 
on pages 51 to 53 of the “ Defence.” 

The findings upon the first and third charges 
involve questions of law as well as of fact. 

It was contended by the accused (see pages 9 
to 16 of the * Defence”) that the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral had the power to control all purchases of 
stores for his department; to order Purveyors, 
when, at what places, of whom, and at what 
prices they should procure them; and further, 
that he might purchase them himself. 

It was submitted by the Judge Advocate (see 
pages 4 to 7 of his “ Reply”) that the acts of 
Congress of April 16, and July 17, 1862, limited 
the authority of the Surgeon-General to the 
direction when to purchase, and the kind and 
men to be procured; that, having given this 

irection, his lawful authority was determined, 
leaving to Medical Purveyors, under bonds for 
the proper discharge of their responsibilities, 
the whole duty of selecting in such markets, and 
of buying from such persons, and upon such 
terms as their judgment dictated. 

The former of these enactments provides “that 
Medical Purveyors shall be charged, under the 
direction of the Surgeon-General, with the se- 
lection and purchase of all medical supplies, in- 
cluding hospital stores, etc., etc. 

The latter makes provision that Medical Pur- 
veyors shall give bond, with approved security 
in such sums as the Secretary of War shall 
require, for the faithful performance of their 
duties, 

It would seem, from the express language as 
well as from the reason of the law, that the posi- 
tion taken by the Judge Advocate was correct, 
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and the decision of the court upon this issue 
was warranted. But it is deemed unnecessary 
to bestow further consideration upon this ques- 
tion. The findings of the court, that the ac- 
cused ordered the Purveyors to purchase supplies 
of inferior quality, well knowing them to be such, 
and to purchase articles at exorbitant prices, 
with corrupt intent to aid in defrauding the 
Government, and that he ordered the purchase 
of “ additional large supplies,” “corruptly,” and 
“with intent to aid” certain persons “ fraudu- 
lently to realize large gains thereon,” impute 
much more than a mere technical over-stepping 
of the limits of the enactments of April 16, 
1862. They convict him of official corruption, 
abuse of power, and a gross breach of public 
trust. 


The proof upon which these findings are based 
was offered in support of the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th 
aud 7th specifications to the first charge. It is 
not requisite in this report, to collate and com- 
ment upon it. The full presentation of the whole 
case by the Judge Advocate relieves this office 
of the necessity of entering into that detailed 
discussion of the facts and legal questions in- 
volved which, under different circumstances, 
would have been proper. 


In his “Reply,” and the “Defence” of the 
counsel for the accused, both of which are prin- 
ted and attached to the record, the important 
portions of the evidence and all the prominent 
features of the proceedings, are presented as 
concisely as the voluminous character of the 
testimony would admit. 


That the natural and necessary result of the 
acts of the accused, as established by the re- 
cord, involved a criminal spoliation of the Gov- 
ernment treasury, which alone would have called 
for his dismissal from the service, cannot be de- 
nied; but when it is remembered, as shown by 
the proof, that this spoilation was in part accom- 
plished by the purchase of inferior medical sup- 
plies and stores—thus compromising the health 
and comfort, and jeopardizing the lives of the 
sick and wounded soldiers suffering in the hos- 
pitals and upon the battle-fields of the country 
—soldiers solemnly committed to the shelter 
and sympathies of the office held by the accused, 
by the very law and purpose of its creation—it 
must be admitted that this fearfully augments 
the measure of his criminality. 

The trial, which lasted nearly four months, 
was one of the most patient and thorough that 
has ever occurred in our military history; and 
the accused had throughout the assistance of 
eminent and able counsel in conducting his de- 
fence. The court, which was composed of nine 
general officers, at the close of this prolonged 
investigation, declared him guilty of the charges 
preferred, and awarded the punishment which, 
in their judgment, was in accordance with the 
nature and degree of the offences committed ; 
and a careful examination of the record leaves 
no room for doubt as to the validity of the pro- 
ceedings or the justness of the findings and 
sentence. 


The following is the finding of the court-mar- 
tial: | 
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1. The Court, after due and mature deliberation 
upon the evidence adduced, do find the accused, 
Brigadier-General Witiiam A. Hamwonp, Sur- 
geon-General United States Army, as follows: 


Cuarce I. 


Of the 1st Speczfication, “ Guilty.” 

Of the 2d Specification, “Guilty,” and that 
the offence therein charged was committed on 
the 30th day of May, A. D. 1863, except as to | 
the words, “ and with intent to aid private per- | 
sons resident in Philadelphia,” and as to which | 
words so excepted, “ Not Guilty.” 

Of the 3d Speczfication, “ Guilty.” 

Of the 4th Speczfication, “ Guilty,” except as 
to the words, “and which blankets so ordered | 
were unfit for hospital use,” and as to which 
words so excepted, “ Not Guilty.” 

Of the 5th Speczfication, * Guilty.” 

Of the 6th Specification, “ Guilty.” 

Of the 7th Specification, “Guilty,” except as 
to the words, “ corruptly and,” “and which beef | 
so ordered was of inferior quality, unfit for hos- 
pital use, unsuitable and unwholesome for the 
sick and wounded in hospitals, and not demanded 
by the exigencies of the public service,” and of | 
the words so excepted, ‘“‘ Not Guilty.” 

Of the 8th Speczfication, “ Not Guilty.” 

Of the lst Cuaree, “ Guilty.” 





Cuarce II. 


Of the Ist Specification, “ Guilty.” 
Of the 2d Cuareg, “ Guilty.” 


Cuarce III. 


Of the 1st Specification, “ Guilty,” except as 
to the words, “and corruptly,” “and cause,” | 
and as to which words so excepted, “ Not} 
Guilty.” 

Of the 2d Specification, “ Guilty.” 

Of the 3d Cuareg, “ Guilty.” 


SENTENCE. ' 


And the Court do therefore sentence him, 
Brigadier-General Wittram A. Hammonp, Sur- 
geon-General United States Army, “ That he| 
shall be dismissed the service, and be forever | 
disqualified from holding any office of honor, | 
profit, or trust, under the Government of the 
United States.” . 


II....In compliance with the 65th of the Rules 
and Articles of War, the whole proceedings -of 
the General Court-Martial in the foregoing case 
have been‘ transmitted to the Secretary of War, 
and by him laid before the President of the 
United States. 

The following are the orders of the President 
of the United States: 

The record, proceedings, ‘findings, and sen- 
tence, of the Court in the foregoing case are 
approved: and it is ordered that Brigodier- 
General Witt1am A. Hammonp, Surgeon-Gene- 
ral of the United States Army, be dismissed the 
service, and be forever disqualified from holding 
any office of honor, profit, or trust, under the 
Government of the United States. 


A. Linco. 
August 18, 1864. 








[Vor. XIL 


TII....The General Court-Martial, of which 
Major-General R. J. Oatessy, United States 
Volunteers, is President, is dissolved. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TownsenpD, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generel. 


Since the promulgation of the sentence of the 
Court, Dr. Hammonp has issued the following 
card, which, in view of the fact that during an 
investigation which extended over four months, 
he failed to establish his innocence, seems to be 
in very bad taste, to say the least. As, however, 


|it is stated that suit is to be brought for re- 


covery of the amount of the frauds committed 
against the Government, Dr. Hammonp may 
have another opportunity, in the civil courts, of 
defending himself against the charges. 


A CARD. 


The undersigned has read in the Sunday 
Morring Chronicle of this city, the remarks of 
Judge-Advocate-General Hoxr on the proceed- 
ings of the Court-martial in his case. 

He learns from this review and from the order 
of the President appended, that he has been 
dismissed the army and prohibited from ever 
holding office under the United States. 

The undersigned has no idea that he will lose 
one friend by this action of the Administration, 
but his good name is valuable to him, not only 
as regards those who know him but those who 
do not. 

So soon, therefore, as he is furnished with a 
copy of the findings and sentence of the Court, 
he will present to the public a brief history 
of the facts leading to his arrest and trial, a 
review of the record in his case, and some 
commentaries on the report of the Judge- 
Advocate-General. 

With these he will be content to submit to 
the judgment of the world as to how far he has 
been guilty of the offences charged, and how far 
he has been the victim of conspiracy, false 
swearing, and a malignant abuse of official 
power. 

Wiiuiam A. Hammonp. 

Washington, Aug. 22, 1864. 


——_—__.9< 9 >e————_—_—__——. 
American Dental Association. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Americat 
Dental Association, which last ‘year met at 
Philadelphia, convened on Tuesday last, at 
Niagara Falls. The election for officers re- 
sulted in the choice of the following :—Presi- 
dent, Dr. J. H. McQuritten, of Philadelphia; 
Vice-Presidents, Drs. C. P. Fircn, of New 
York ; H. Benepict, of Detroit ; Corresponding 


Secretary, Dr. Gzo. W. Exus, of Philadelphia; 


Recording Secretary, Dr. J. Tart, of Cincinnati; 
Treasurer, J. J. WEATHERBY, of Boston. 
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Notes and Comments. 


A Surgeon Captured. 

Surgeon Rosrnson, of the One Hundred and 
Fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, formerly of 
this city, who has for some time been stationed 
in the vicinity of Charleston, S. (., was captured 
recently on John’s Island. We learn that he is 
now a prisoner at Macon, Ga., in attendance on 
wounded Union soldiers, with, it is feared, no 
hope of immediate exchange. We are glad the 
Union prisoners at Macon are having so able a 
medical adviser, though sorry that the Doctor 
finds himself placed in so unpleasant a position, 
where, no doubt he is compelled to administer 
to the wants of his friends, with, to say the 
least, very inadequate means. May he and 
they both soon be released ! 

Since the above was written we observg that 
Dr. Rozrnson has been released. 


Mortality of Cities in 1863. 

The following tables published in the Prov?- 
dence Journal, escaped our notice in the early 
part of the year. They are undoubtedly the 
work of Dr. E. M. Syow, of that city, and pre- 
sent the comparative mortality of several cities 

‘in 1863. It will be seen that Newport, R. L., 

that celebrated watering place, has the highest 
mortality in the list, and New York city with, 
perhaps, the best facilities for drainage of any 
city in the United States, surrounded by salt 
water and exposed to the sea breezes comes 
next. Hartford, Conn., stands lowest on the list, 
having a mortality of but one in 54.8. 

The year 1863 was marked by an increased, 
and, in some respects, remarkable mortality 
throughout the country, in the rural districts 
as well as in cities. There appears to have been 
no general or wide-spread epidemic, but a general 
increase of mortality from all causes. In some 
sections of New England and in other States, 
there were several endemics of diphtheria, 
scarlatina, typhoid fever, and spotted fever; 
and during the present winter there is existing 
a general epidemic of influenza, commonly but 
improperly attributed to “taking cold.” This has 
largely increased the mortality of aged persons, 
and, in some places, has proved fatal to many 
of the middle-aged. The following table shows 
the number of deaths and proportion of deaths 
in a few cities in 1863. 


; Providence, 
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Estimated 
population, 


900,000 
620,000 
194.000 
85,000 
55,000 
32,000 583 54.8 
12,000 364 32.9 
The increase in 1863 in the number of deaths 
over the previous year was as follows: 
New York, increase 3,592, or 18.60 per cent’ 
Philadelphia, increase 691, or 4.57 per cent. 
Boston, increase 578, or 14.02 per cent. 
Providence, increase 300, or 32.82 per cent. 
Newport, increase 176, or 93,71 per cent. 


Deaths 
1863. 

25,196 

14,220 
4,698 
1,952 
1,214 


Of Population 
one in 


35.7 
43.6 
41.2 
43.5 
45.3 


New York, 
Philadelphia, 
Boston, 
Newark, N. J. 


Hartford, 
Newport, 


The population of the cities is given at an 
increase of about ten per cent. on the population 
in 1860. Some of the cities claim a much greater 
increase without much reason, as we think. 


Resignation of Surgeon-General King. 

We are sorry to have to record the resigna- 
tion of Dr. James Kina, Surgeon-General of this 
State. Dr. Kine has been an efficient officer, 
and during his term he has had much to do in 
organizing the medical service of the volunteer 
forces of the State. That this work has been 
efficiently done, is evidenced by the fact that so 
few of the surgeons and assistant-surgeons sent 
from this State have been rejected. 

Dr. Kine retires with the full confidence and 
esteem of every member of the State Govern- 
ment. He will at once resume the practice of 
his profession at Pittsburg. 

In accepting the resignation of Dr. Kuve, 
Governor Curtin pays him a distinguished and 
well-merited compliment :—‘“ I issue this order 
with extreme regret. You have three times 
made the request to be permitted to retire, and 
I have long delayed acceding to it. Permit me, 
in dissolving the agreeable and important rela- 
tions which have existed between us, to bear my 
testimony to your entire fidelity as an officer, 
and to the unceasing care, attention and profes- 
sional skill which you have bestowed upon those 
who were the subjects of your official care.” 

Dr. JoserH A. Puiuurps, former Assistant 
Surgeon-General, succeeds Dr. Kina, and will 
make an efficient officer. 

&@ In the roll of delegates in the minutes of 
the American Medical Association published in 
the Reporter of June 25th, the name of Dr. T. 
C. Rogers, delegate from the Delaware State 
Medical Society was inadvertently omitted. 
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LETTERS FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Paris, June 29, 1864. 

The late Prof. James Miller, of Edinburgh. 

The University of Edinburgh has just sus- 
tained a severe loss by the death of Dr. James 
Miller, Professor of Surgery, which took place 
at Corstorphine, on Friday last, at the age of 52. 
The following particulars which I borrow from 
the Zmes, will no doubt interest the medical pro- 
fession in America. The deceased gentleman 
was the son of the late Rev. James Miller, minis- 
ter of Monikie, in Forfarshire. He studied med- 
icine in Edinburgh, and was the favorite pupil 
of Mr. Liston, with whom he resided for fifteen 
years—for five years as his assistant, and who 
before leaving Edinburgh for London, introduced 
him to all his patients. In 1842, on the death 
of Sir Charles Rill, Mr. Miller was unanimously 
elected by the Town-Council to fill the chair of 
surgery in Edinburgh University where he wasa 
very popular and successful teacher. Mr. Miller 
was also professor of Pictorial Anatomy to the 
Royal Academy, and was surgeon in ordinary 
to the Queen for Scotland. As a consulting 
surgeon his services were highly esteemed, and 
both in the scientific and practical part of his 
profession he maintained a high reputation. He 
was the author of “The Principles and Practice 
of Surgery,” which has passed four editions in 
Great Britain, and been reprinted several times 
in America. He was also the writer of the arti- 
cle “Surgery” in the Encyclopedia Britannica ; 
and the author of “The Surgical Experience of 
Chloroform,” and other works. He published a 
considerable number of tracts on temperance, of 
which he was a strenuous advocate. He was a 
man of fine phys¢que, and the sudden breakdown 
of his constitution gave a shock of surprise to 
many who had admired his manly vigor and en- 
vied his robust health. He was a man of lively 
and generous sympathies, and of kindly temper, 
and he enjoyed the affection and esteem of a 
wide circle of friends, accompanied by no small 
degree of popularity in public life. 

Treatment of Deafness, 

At a late sitting of the Academy of Sciences, 
M. Fiovrens presented an application addressed 
to him by Dr. Turnsutt, a Scotch physician, 
who proposed to employ a method of his own on 
a certain determinate number of persons afflicted 
with deafness,and prayed the Academy to appoint 
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a committee ; first, to ascertain the state of the 
patient before being submitted to the treatment 
in question, and next to report at the end of a 
year what had been the amount of success ar- 
rived at. Dr. Turnsutt has explained his 
method to M. Frovrens, and will likewise com- 
municate it to the members of the committee. 
He has described it in a sealed paper deposited 
with the Academy, but wished it not to be pub- 
lished until the expiration of a year. Whether 
his method as so many others, will prove a fail- 
ure, I canrot say. I may however state that Dr. 
TurRNBULL’s name has long been known in Eng- 
land and the United States as connected with 
extraordinary cures of deafness—not mere im- 
pediments in hearing, but deafness existing from 
the first moment of life. Until now it has been 
thought that for that complete deafness which 
is born with a human being and prevents the fu- 
ture acquirement of speech, there is no cure. 
This is fully owned by one of the first writers 
in autal surgery, Dr. WitueLm Kramer, of Ber- 
lin, who in a work onthe subject says: “There 
are convincing proofs of the entire failure of all 
medical attempts hitherto made for the restora- 
tion of hearing in deaf-dumbs The deaf- 
dumb, whether they be completely deaf, or 
merely dull of hearing, are incurable.” Now it 
appears that Dr. Turnsuu. certainly cures con- 
genital as well as other cases of deafness, and 
instances in point have been mentioned. Al- 
though he can restore hearing in such cases in 
about a quarter of an hour, the learning to speak 
distinctly afterwards is a long up-hill piece of 
work, and probably on that account, in his ap- 
plication to the Academy of Sciences, he fixed 
a year as a period for a fair trial, wishing not 
only to present cases of restored hearing, but of 
a certain facility in speaking. When the pa 
tient is young the difficulty seems to be less. 
But I forbear making any more remarks on this 
question—“ qui vivra verra,” says a French 
proverb. 
Quinine and Cinchonine., - 

A distinguished Russian chemist, M. Paty, in 
the Pharm. Zeitschr. fur Russland, for the 
passing year, points out a new distinctive char- 
acter between quinine and cinchonine. This dif- 
ference is founded upon the action the polysul- 
phate of potassium exercises by ebullition on the 
salts of those alcaloids. On pouring a solution 
of this polysulphate in the boiling solution of 4 
galt of quinine, the latter, no matter how small 
a quantity, will be precipitated under the form of 
a red, terebenthinous mass, which hardens by 
cooling, and has the appearance of rosin. On the 
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contrary the cinchonine separates in a state of 
white powder, containing some sulphur. Our 
chemist prepares polysulphate of potassium by 
boiling lye of potassa with an excess of flowers 
of sulphur. 


The Gases found in Urine. . 
A late number of the Journal de Pharmacie 
et de Chimie contains an interesting article by 
M. Morty, chief pharmacian of the hospital de 
Lourcine, in which he gives the results of his 
researches on the gases to be found in urine. 
The experiments made by Spatianeantand Ep- 
warps had demonstrated the fact that the com- 
bustion of the economy take place in the capil- 
lary vessels, and that the lungs seem principally 
to carry on a simple exchange of gases. ‘This 
explanation of the respiratory phenomena, ne- 
cessarily supposes the existence of gases in a 
free state, both in the arterial and veinous blood, 
and the researches made by several experiment- 
ators, and especially by Maynvs, have established 
the truth of that theory. In presence of these 
results, it was but natural to think that urine, 
which is an excretory product, separated from 
the blood by the action of the kidneys, contains 
also gases in a free state. M. Bovsstncavtr, 
first of all, showed in the urine of herbivorous 
animals the presence of carbonic acid in the 
form of an alkaline bicarbonate; M. DeLavavp, 
has shown also, that when fresh urine is boiled, 
carbonic acid escapes. According to that expe- 
rimentator, the carbonic acid maintains in solu- 
tions the phosphates. After going through ex- 
periments, time does not allow me to describe, 
M. Morty, has found urine, during rest, to con- 
tain 11,877 of carbonic acid, 0,493 of oxygen, 
7,494 of nitrogen—and, after exercise, 22,880 of 
carbonic acid, 0,466 of oxygen, and 8,214 of ni- 
trogen. The results serve to show the relation 
existing between muscular activity and respira- 
tory combustion. Every time this combustion 
is increased, the solid elements of the urine are 
eliminated in a more advanced state of oxyda- 
tion and there is a larger proportion of urea 
formed at the expense of uric acid. The gases 
in the urine have been found to belong to the 
same kind as those of the blood. Their quantity 
vary according to the greater or lesser activity 
of the respiratory functions. 


Researches in Embryology. 

The Gazette Hebdomadaire de Medicine et 
de Chirurgte contains an article by Dr. Maras 
on the relations existing between teratology, 
embryology, pathological anatomy and compara- 
tive anatomy. He gives an observation of a pa- 





tient who had died of pneumonia in the great 
Hospital of Venice, and in whom the left side 
of the thoracic cavity was found occupied in 
great part by the stomach and some circumvo- 
lutions of the small intestines. Dr. Mamais is 
of opinion that at a certain epoch of fetal life, 
a communication between the abdomen and the 
thorax had been formed near the pillars of the 
diaphragm. This opinion is confirmed by the 
following remarks of Dr. Coste: “The chest 
and the abdomen in the first periods of embry- 
onic life, form but one and the same cavity. In 
the human species, on the thirty-fifth day of 
parturition the lungs still form a kind of hernial 
sack in the abdomen through the diaphragm. 
From the thirty-fifth day to the fiftieth, the 
diaphragm becomes a complete wall. It sepa- 
rates entirely the viscera of the chest from those 
of the abdomen.” 


“ Bruits du Coeur.” 

An important discussion is now going on in 
the Academie de Medicine on the noises of the 
heart (bructs du coeur). I will keep you ap- 
prised of the conclusions arrived at. 

W. N. Core. 


Paris, July 7th, 1864. 


The Redness of Inflammation. 

From experiments performed on living sub- 
jects, Drs. Estor and Saint Pierre, in seeking 
the cause of the redness which accompanies 
inflammation, have arrived at the following 
results :—1. In the case of strong inflammation, 
the venous blood taken from the side where the 
inflammation resides is redder than that taken 
from the other side; 2. The former blood always 
contains a larger proportion of oxygen than 
other, generally half as much again and more; 
3. It also contains more carbonic acid; and 4. 
That the excess of oxygen being the cause of 
the greater redness of the blood, it follows that 
it is also the cause of the redness which accom- 
panies inflammation. 


New Nitrogenized Substances. 

M. Hueco Scurrr, in treating the red of ana- 
line by various aldehydes, has obtained two new 
series of nitrogenized substances, which he calls 
the ethylenic and ethylidemic series of anilinic 
formations. 


Absinthe, 

Dr. Marct, whose researches on absinthe I 
have mentioned in a former letter, in a paper 
recently addressed to the Academy of Sciences, 
compares the qualities of pure brandy to the 
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poisonous ones contained in the compound called 
absinthe, and finds that stupor, terrifying hallu- 
cinations and intellectual weakness predominate 
among the effects of the latter. To ascertain 
whether those effects are particularly to be 
ascribed to wormwood, from which the above is 
distilled, Dr. Marcé has instituted certain ex- 
periments from which it appears that essence of 
wormwood, taken in doses of from two to three 
grammes, produces the symptoms above de- 
scribed; and that in higher doses it may even | 





océasion fits; whence he concludes that nothing | 
can be more injurious than excess in the use of 
absinthe. 

Polarization. 

The following I am aware is of little practical 
value, but I give it in the hope that it will 
interest those of the medical profession who 
devote some attention to organic chemistry. 
You are aware that, in sugar refineries the 
theory of the polarization of light is in daily | 
requisition. If a ray of light be reflected under | 
a certain angle along the axis of a tube, one-half 
of which can turn within the other, the ray of | 
light on being reflected a second time under the 
same angle at the other end of the tube, will 
present different intensities according to the 
various positions of reflecting mirrors. Thus, 
if a starting-point be chosen so that the reflected 
ray be equal in intensity to the incident ray, 
then, if the movable half of the tube be turned 
a certain number of degrees, the intensity of the 
reflected ray will go on diminishing till it disap- 
pears altogether; and if we continue Lo ttrn in 
the same direction it will reappear of the same 
intensity as before. Now, if the ray of light be 
made to pass through a liquid instead of through 
an empty tube, we find that different liquids 
have different planes of polarization, that is, 
that we must turn the tube so many degrees 
more to the right or to the left in order to 
obtain the same phenomenon above described. 
Sugar in particular possesses this property to a 
remarkable degree, and the strength of this 
article is determined by its rotatory power, that 
is; the number of degrees by which the plane of 
polarization deviates to the right if it be dex- 
trogyre, or to the left if it be levogyre. This 
property is daily ascertained in refineries by an 
apparatus called a saccharimeter. Now, in a 
chemical point of view, sugar is one of the most 
changable substances known, and to mention 
only one of its variations, let us state that cane- 
sugar, if boiled with some organic acid, is trans- 
formed into grape-sugar or inverted sugar. M. 
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diminishes the levogyre rotatory power of in- 
verted sugar, bringing the plane of polarization 
nearly ten degrees more to the right ; and that 
there are certain solutions of sugar which, while 
levogyre at the ordinary temperature, are dex. 
trogyre when heated. 

Researches on Water. 

On the subject of water, which is attracting 
so much attention just now, M. Grimavx pr 
Cavx, a competent judge adverts to M. Prt 
GoT’s experiments mentioned in my last letter 
but one. Starting from the facts that the 
mineral substances contained in potable water, 
while they are easy to discover, do not affect 
public health, and are rather beneficial to it, 
but that with organic substances the case is far 
different, our author acknowledges that, by his 
analysis, M. Pevicor has rendered a real service 
to society. But as the latter is of opinion that 
the quantity of mineral principles, however 
great, is absolutely irrelevant in a sanitary point 
of view, M. Grimavp establishes a distinction 
between potable water, of which scarcely a litre 
per head is consumed, and water intended for 
manufacturing purposes, the consumption of 
which is infinitely greater, and which ought not 
to contain an excess of mineral principles. In 
this respect river water ranks immediately after 
rain water, which contains no mineral sub- 
stances whatever. 

Treatment of Anthrax. 

Dr. Gvértn read lately an important paper 
before the Academy of Medicine on the treat- 
ment of anthrax. Since Dupreyrren premised | 
incisions of the anthrax, they have passed into 
general practice, and are every day resorted to. 
But it has been observed that the pain occa 
sioned by this treatment is exceedingly acute, a J 
fact which has suggested the idea of having 
recourse to expectation in those cases in which 
the anthrax does not cover a considerable sur- 
face. Dr. NExaton first recommended a treat- 
ment founded on this principle. Our author 
is of opinion that incisions are the only means 
of arresting the progress of the disease, and that 
there are cases in which abscesses being formed 
around the gangrened cellular tissue, the oper 
ing of the purulent sac becomes the principal 
and in fact the only indication. He believes 
incisions necessary also at the first manifeste 
tions of anthrax. In order to perform sub 
cutaneous incisions, he uses a bistoury with % 
narrow blade, and introduces it in the culmine 
ting point of the anthrax, at that place where 
the skin begins to give way. The sharp instru 
ment is then made to penetrate the anthrax and 
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divide the tissues of the deep parts coming up as 
far as the skin, which is to be respected. Four 
incisions made in this manner, and in the form 
of a cross, will bring about a cure. This treat- 
ment has not failed as yet in Dr. Gvérin’s 
hands. 


Quinia in the Treatment of Typhoid Fever. 

The Bulletin de Therapeutique contains an 
article by Dr. Mazape of Anduze, on the em- 
ployment of sulphate of quinine in the treatment 
of typhoid fever. His observations bear first 
upon twenty-six cases of typhoid fever of a) 
grave character and more or less of a remittent 
type. Of these twenty-six cases, eight presented 
unmistakable remittent character, regular parox- 
ysms taking place every day, more frequently 
an initial shivering and closing with a sweat, and 
in the interval, a notable abatement in the in- 
tensity of the symptoms. Others offered more or 
less regular exacerbations taking place at short 
intervals, and rarely accompanied with sweating 
and sliivering. Besides these exacerbations, 
the morbid phenomena were as intense as ever. 
The sulphate of quinine was administered in all 
these cases, and the therapeutic results were as 
beneficial in the one class of the disease as in 
the other. Then come twenty-one cases of 
typhoid fever of a continued type. In eighteen 
patients the first doses of sulphate of quinine | 
produced an aggravation of the symptoms. 
They were therefore discontinued, and replaced 
by other modes of treatment. From the fore- 
going facts our author concludes: 1. That 
sulphate of quinine is incontestably efficacious 
in those cases in which typhoid fever reveals 
itself under a remittent form. 2. That it often 
meets with success when more or less regular 
exacerbations take place in the course of the | 
disease. 3. That it is rarely beneficial and is 
usually hurtful in continued typhoid fever. 


The “Vital Knot.” 

On the occasion of remarks made by M. 
FLovrens on a communication relating to the 
vital knot, Dr. Betnomme presented to the 
Academy four memoirs forming in all about six 
hundred pages, on cerebral localizations. In 
these memoirs mention is made of the researches 
of the author on the gordian knot of life, such 
being the name he gives to it, and it seems to 
me very appropriately too. Dr. Betnowme calls 
to mind the facts of pathological anatomy and 
Vivisections, which had led him long since to 
place the gordian knot in the centre of the 
mesocephalon. His researches bear upon the 
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cerebral localization, especially upon the part 


65 
played by the peduncula and the pons Varolii, 
upon the situation and the limits of cerebral 
sensibility, and upon the relations existing 
between general paralysis and cerebral lesions. 
He now gives notice that he is actually engaged 
in localizing the faculty of speéch which he had 
made the subject of a memorial in 1845. 

W. N. Core. 





Domestic. 


Ignorant and Uneducated Contract-Surgeons— 
Defence of Dr, Kinkead. 


Epitor Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 

In the Rerorter of June 11th, 1864, I notice 
an article over the signature of A. G. M., in 
which some wholesome truths are spoken in re- 
gard to Acting Assistant Surgeons. 

I think it but justice, however, to Dr. Kry- 
KEAD, the only one named, to give the following 
facts: Early in the present year a paper was 
sent to the Acting Surgeon General, represent- 
ing Doctor Kinxeap as not qualified for the 
position he holds. This paper was sent to Surg. 
Tripier, U.S. A., Medical Director of this De- 
partment, and by him referred to Surg. D. G. 
Brinton, U. S. V., with instructions to visit 
Springfield, make necessary investigations, and 
report. The substance of the Report I give :— 
That he visited the Hospitals with Dr. K., went 
through the buildings, inquired closely into his 
method of treatment, looked over the private 
notes of several of his cases, had him explain 
the pathological appearances presented in sev- 
eral recent post mortems, conversed with him 
about the administration of Hospitals, etc., ete. 

This, I should think, would enable a critic of 
but ordinary perceptive powers, to determine 
whether Doctor K. was the ignoramus he had 
been represented. Dr. Brinton was convinced 
therefrom “that his acquirements had been mis- 
represented in the statement forwarded to the 
Acting Surgeon General.” 

Doctor B. afterwards consulted with Assistant 
Surgeon Buex, U S. V., Chief Medical Officer 
at the Post, who stated that Dr. K. had always 
manifested a fair average intelligence in his 
professional duties, that he had been in the posi- 
tion he now held since the summer of 1861, and 
had always given satisfaction to his medical su- 
periors. 

In conclusion, Surgeon Brixton states that 
Dr. K. is aman of respectable medical knowl- 
edge, quite fit for the position he holds, and that 
the letter purporting to emanate from Mr. Ew- 
nG is the product either of error or malice, and 
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The Army Ration. 
Congress having modified the army ration, the 
War Department has issued the following regu- 


sonal knowledge of Dr. Kinxeap, but have hed | tenes “1, The ration is twelve ounces of 


certain circumstances incline him to attribute it 
to the latter motive. 
In conclusion, I will state that I have no per- | 


much to do with official papers originating with | PoTK or bacon, or one pound of salt or fresh 
him, and they confirm the correctness of the 
Opinion expressed by Surg. Brixton. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
D. STANTON, 
Surg. U. S. V., Ass’t Med. Director. 
HEADQUARTERS NortRERN DEPARTMENT, i 
MepicaL Director's OFFIcr, 
Columbus, 0., July, 1864. 


News and 


Prisoners-of-War Camp Hospital. 

At Point Lookout, Maryland, is a very large 
depot containing many thousand rebel prisoners. 
The following description of the Camp Hospital 
we find in the correspondence of a daily news- 
paper. 

* Prisoner-of-War Camp Hospital is in a most 


Miscellany. 


flourishing condition, and the patients are snugly | 
‘ 5 ? ‘ ai ae ae © : = “J ¢ 
fixed in some two hundred tents with pleasant | Beans, peas, salt, and potatoes, fresh, shall be 


in these tents are | 


walks between. Included 
some eighty large hospital tents, nicely floored 


and furnished with tables and chairs to make | 


the patients comfortable. These tents will be 
occupied until the large and commodious hos- 


pitals now being erected in the camp are finished. | 
The work, it is hoped, will soon be accom- | 


plished, as the hot weather, with the close con- | 


finement of the prisoners, has tended to increase | 
the sickness, and more room will soon be wanted. | 
During the month of June there were treated | 


at this hospital and in quarters at camp 4,975 
cases, resulting in 105 deaths. The following | 


beef, eighteen ounces of soft bread or flour, or | 


twelve ounces of hard bread, or one pound and 
four ounces of corn meal; and to every one 
hundred rations fifteen pounds of beans or peas, 
or ten pounds of rice or hominy, ten pounds of 


roasted and ground coffee, or one pound and 
eight ounces of tea, fifteen pounds of sugar, four 
quarts of vinegar, one pound and four ounces 
of adamantine or star candles, four pounds of 
soap, three pounds and twelve ounces of salt, 
and four ounces of pepper. The subsistence 
department, as may be most convenient or least 
expensive to it, and according to the condition 
and amount of its supplies, shall determine 
whether soft bread or flour, and what other com- 
ponent parts of the ration as equivalents, shall 
be issued. 
transports, the ration of hard bread is one 
pound. 3. Desiccated compressed potatoes, or 
desiccated compressed mixed vegetables, at the 
rate of one ounce and a half of the former and 
one ounce of the latter to the ration, may be 
| substituted for beans, peas, rice, or hominy. 4. 





purchased, issued, and sold by weight, and the 
bushel of each shall be estimated at sixty 
| pounds. 5. When deemed necessary, fresh veg- 
'etables, dried fruit, molasses, pickles, or any 
other proper food may be purchased and issued 
| in lieu of any component part of the ration of 
equal money value. The Commissary-General 
of Subsistence is alone authorized to order such 
purchases. 


Preservation of Chloroform. 
It requires but a short time for chloroform 


which is exposed to the sun’s rays to undergo 


were the most prominent diseases: Diarrhea, | decomposition, hydrochloric acid being devel- 


2,671; 387 cases of dysentery; intermittent 
fever, 591; remittent fever, 69; typhoid fever, | 
30; measles, 55; small pox, 1; pneumonia, 38; | 
inflammation of bowels, 10; wounded, 107;/ 
scurvy, 10. The deaths have been as follows: | 
Pneumonia, 10; remittent fever, 14; dysentery, 
28; diarrhoea, 26; scurvy, 1; measles, 5; con-| 
sumption, 1; congestive intermittent fever, 8 ; | 
inflammation of bowels, 7; of guashot wounds, 
3. Total, 105. 

The patients of this hospital get the same 
diet as in the regular United States General 
Hospital, and to satisfy the skeptical reader 
who wishes to know what the diet is, we copy 
from diet list, July 22, 1864. The following is 
extra diet: 

For breakfast.—Milk toast, bread and butter, 
apple sauce, beefsteak boiled eggs, milk punch. 

For dinner.—Tea, bread and butter, apple 
sauce, rice, farina, barley, beef tea, vegetable 
soup and boiled mackerel. 

Here we will find a variety of dishes, so as to 
furnish the sick patient almost anything the sur- 
geon may prescribe. 





oped, and a strong odor of chlorine being pre- 
sent. It is stated in the Med. Times and Gazette 
that this may be prevented if the chloroform is 
kept in the dark; and when it has undergone de- 
composition by exposure, M. Boettger finds that 
it may be easily purified by shaking it up with 
a few fragments of caustic soda. As long in- 
deed, as it is in contact with the caustic soda it 


| may be preserved for an indefinite period in dif 


fused light.” 


A Monkey Surgeon. 

We vouch for nothing of the following from 
Cassel’s Popular Natural History, except the 
story, which is a pretty good one: 

“The small-pox having spread fearfully 
amongst the monkeys of South America, Dr. 
Pinckard, Secretary to the Bloomsbury-street 
Vaccination Society, was struck by the idea of 
arresting its further progress. Vaccination was, 
of course, to be the means of staying the plague, 
and his scheme for its introduction was entirely 
ingenious. He bound two or three boys hand 
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and foot and then vaccinated them in the pre- 
sence of an old monkey, who was observed to be 
closely attentive to the proceedings. He then left 
him alone with a young monkey, with some of 
the matter on the table, and beside it a lancet, 
guarded, that it might not cut too deep. by a 
projecting piece of steel. The Doctor witnessed 
the result from a neighboring room; the old 
monkey threw the young one down, bound him 
without delay, and vaccinated him with all the 
skill of a professor.” 


Operations of the Sanitary Commission. 
Under date of July 2d, Oraner Jupp, Esq., 
of the American Agriculturist, writes as fol- 
lows, from City Pcit, Va., of the operations of 
the Sanitary Commission in the Army of the 
Potomac: “The U. S. Sanitary Commission | 
have expended in their labors during the past | 


two months $525,000! and I can well uhderstand | 
how the money has been used. Here are a few | 
of the Sanitary things we have just distributed | 
to the fighting men at the front, to keep them | 

| 





well: Canned tomatoes, 207,156 pounds (over | 
103 tons); canned fruit, 15,060 pounds; canned | 
jellies, 574 pounds; pickled cucumbers, 36,273 
gallons (about 1,200 barrels); pickled onions, 
13,344 gailons ; pickled tomatoes, 4,719 gallons ; 
curried cabbage, 1,166 gallons; sauerkrout, | 
16,218 gallons; fresh onions, 100 barrels; pota- | 
toes, 70 barrels; dried apples, 242 barrels; | 
other dried fruit, 32 barrels; lemons, 301 boxes; | 
portable lemonade, 2,400 boxes; oranges, 25 | 
boxes; etc. 


Army and Navy News. | 


Desiccated Egg. 
Scranton Genxeraw’s Orricr, 
Wasninuton, D.C, August 22, 1864. } 
[Cirenlar Letter.] 
“ Desiceated Egy’’ will be furnished in future, by Medical | 
Parvey ors, to all Field Hospitals and to Genera! Hospitals | 
located in sections of the country in which it is impossible to | 
procure a sufficient supply of fresh egzs. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon General. 


| 


Supplies to Prisoners of War. 


Orrice or THE CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF PRISONERS, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., August 10, 1864. 
(Circular No. 4.] 
I. By direction of the Secretary of War, it is ordered that | 
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pipes, matches. combs, soap, tooth-brushes, hair-brushes, 
clothes-brushes, scissors, thread and needles, handkerchiefs, 
towels and pocket looking-glasses. 

IIL. This order will not be understood as prohibiting Priso- 
ners of War from receiving clothing or other articles not con- 
traband from their relatives or friends residing beyond our 
lines, when forwarded by Flag of Truce Boat, or any other 
authorized channel, so long as the Prisoners of War held at 
Richmond and other Southern Prisons are permitted to receive 
the same articles, in the same manner from their relatives 
and friends in the loyal States. 

W. Horrmay, Col. 3d U. S. Inf., 

Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


(Official.] 


Appointments. 


Acting Ass’t Surgeon T. H. Turner, U. 8. Army, to be Ass’t 
Surgeon of Volunteers. 

Thomas R. Rawson, of New York, John A. Gere, of Mary- 
land, and Charles H. Rawe, of Maine, to be Chaplains to the 
General Hospitals at Albany, N. Y., York, Pa., and Augusta, 
Me., respectively. 

Joseph M. Robinson, of New Jersey, William H. Miller of 
Canada, Oscar F. Searl, of Massachusetts, John A. Voris, of 
Indiana, Charles G. Carlton, of Massachusetts and John 
Graham, of Pennsylvania, to be Medica! Cadets, U. S. A. 


Discharges, Dismissals, &c. 


Ass’t Surgeon George H. Calkins, 37th Wisconsin Vols., 
being physically unfitted for his position and absent from his 
command on improper authority, is mustered out of service, 
to date March 11, 1864, the date of muster in, he having 
rendered no service with his regiment. 

Hospital Steward, Albert O. Cheney, U.S. A, honorably 
discharged, to enable him to accept an appointment in the 
U. 8. Colored Troops. 

Ass’t Surgeon, George D. Winch, 36th Wisconsin Vols., 
honorably discharged at the request of the Governor of Wis- 


consin, to enable him to accept a higher commission. 


Surgeon Joseph G. McPheters, 33rd Indiana Vols., honora- 
bly discharged on account of physical disability. 

Ass't Surgeon Theodore T. Tate, 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
honorably discharged, having tendered his resignation. 


Leaves of Absence, 


Hospital Chaplain, D. C. Armsby, for twenty days, on Sur- 
geon’s certificate of disability. 

Ass’t Surgeou John H. Doughty, U. 8. A., for twenty days, 
on Surgeon's certificate of disability. 


Resigned. 
Surgeon Francis Bacon, U. S. V., to take effect August 25, 
1864. 


Hospital Chaplain, Frederick H. Wines, U. S. A., to take 
effect August 20, 1864. 

Hospital Chaplain, James A. Brown, U. S. A., to take effect 
August 2), 1864. 

Asst Surgeon Andrew B. Chapin, U.S. V., to take effect 
August 20, 1864. 


Assignments. 


Ass’t Surgeon John S. Billings, U. S. A., relieved from duty 
iu the field, and will report to the Medical Director, Army of 
the Potomac, for duty in his office at Washington, D. C. 

Surgeon C. N. Chamberlain, U.S. V., as Surgeon in charge 
General Hospital, Worcester, Mass, - 

Surgeon W. C. Daniels, U.S. V., as Surgeon in Chief, 2nd 
Division, 14th Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon Henry J. Churchman, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in Chief 
U. S. Forces, Natchez, Miss. 

Surgeon R. W. Pease, U. 8. V., as Surgeon in charge New- 


hereafter no supplies of any kind will be furnished to Priso- | ton University Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 


ters of War by their relatives or friends, except in cases of 
illness, when near relative will be permitted to send them 
Such articles of food as may be approved by the Surgeon in j 
charge of the Hospital, to whose care they will in all cases be 
addressed. Necessary clothing may also be furnished by 
hear relatives to destitute Prisoners, subject to the approval 
of the Commanding Officer of the Post where they are confined. 
Outer garments mast be of gray or dark mixed color, 
inferior quality. Only one suit of outer clothing and a change 
of under clothing will be allowed. 

IL. Itis farther ordered, that Sutlers at Military Prisons 
shall be permitted to sell to prisoners only the following arti- 
eles, viz: Writing materials, postage stamps, tobacco, cigars, 


Surgeon John 8S. Bobbs, U. 8S. V., as member of a Board to 


examine all enlisted men in General Hospitals in Indiana, 


with a view to their return to duty. 

Sargeon H. B. Fowler, 12th New Hampshire Vols., as mem- 
ber of a similar Board in Ohio. 

Surgeon A. C. Benedict, U. 8. V.,as member of a similar 
Board in Maryland. 

Ass’t Surgeon Alfred Delany, U 8. V., as member of a simi- 
lar Board in the District of Columbia. 

Ass’t Surgeon W. K. Moxley, U. 8. V., as member of a 


and of | similar Board in ILlinois, 


Miscellaneous. 
Hospital Steward G. W. Murphy, U. S. A., has been reduced 


to the ranks and assigned to the 2nd U. 8. Infantry. 


The hospital transport ‘‘ Ashland’’ has been turned over to 


the Quartermaster’s Department. 
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PPAPPAPFALALAALALALALLAYSL ALARA ase 
OBITUARY. 


Dr. R. M. Huston died at his residence in this city, on the 
3rd of August, in the 70th year of his age. 

Dr. Husron was well and favorably known in this city as an | 
exemplary man and a skillful physician. He was born in | 
Abingdon, Virginia, in 1794, and subsequently removed to 
Philadelphia, where he attended the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, and applied himself to the study of medicine. After 
graduation with high honors he commenced to practice, and 
in a few years became distinguished as an obstetrician. In | 
1838 he was appointed Professor of Obstetrics and the Dis- | 
eases of Women and Children, in the Jefferson Medical | 
College of this city. When the reorganization of that College | 
took place in 1841, he was transferred to the chair of Materia | 
Medica and General Therapeutics, which position he held | 
until 1857, and when it became necessary, on account of his 
health, to resign. He was then made Emeritus Professor, | 
which he held till the day of his death. The talents and | 
ability of Dr. Huston were not alone confined to the college | 
or the homes of the sick whom he visited, but he applied 
them in a literary manner to the publication of several im- 

ortant medical works, which have been favorably received 

y physicians generally. He was for some time editor of the 
Philadelphia Medical Examiner, and wrote many of the 
most valuable contributions published in it, The news of his 
death will be received with sorrow and regret by the many 
friends and admirers which he possessed in this and other 
cities. 


The death of Dr. Jonarnan Kyiant, of New Haven, has 
already been announced. He was born in Norwalk, Conn., 
September 4,1789. His father was Dr. Jonathan Knight, a 
physician in that town, who had previously been a surgeonin 
the Revolutionary Army. His mother was Ann Fitch, | 
daughter of Dr. Asahel Fitch, of Reading. Dr. Kniautr was 
graduated at Yale College, with high honors, in the class of | 
1808, at the age of nineteen years. Two years after gradu- 
tion, he was appointed one of the tutors in the College, which | 
position he resigned at the expiration of a single year, in | 
order to qualify himself for his future duties. On the first | 
organization, in 1812, ofthe Medical School in connection with | 
Yale College, and at the early age of twenty-three years, Dr. | 
KNIGHT was appointed Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, 
a position which he filled with distinguished ability to the | 
time of his death. 





os 


MARRIED. 


ArcHER—TarLor.—At Baton Rouge, La., on Thursday, July | 
28, by Rev. Mr. Birge, Dr. Anson 8. Archer, of New York, | 
and Aggie N. Taylor, of Baton Rouge, 

Van Kigek—Lawraence—On Wednesday, August 3d, at the | 
Wesiminster Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, by Rev. R. D. | 
Van Kleek, Dr. R. L. Van Kleek, of Gravesend, L. I., and 
Miss Nellie S. Lawrence, of Brooklyn. 

DILLoN—StreveR—In Clevelaud, Mhio, July 7th, by Rev. J. 
E. Lapsley, Horace D. Dillon, M. D., and Miss Emma L. 
Steyer, both of Warren, Ohio. 

GLENN—WaricutT.—On July 12th, 1864, at the residence of 
Dr. J. 1. Wright, by Rev. John F. Chaplin, Dr. James B. 
Glenn, of Niles City, Michigan, and Miss Amelia B. daughter 
of Edward Wright, Esq,, of Philadelphia. 

Lacy—Mann—At St. Pierre du Bois, Guernsey, by Rev. 
Casey Brock, on Wednesday, June 29, T. S. Lacy, Esq., H. M. 
Bengal Medical Service, and Julia De Lacy Mann, daughter | 
of the late H. L. Routh, Esq., of New York. 

Stevenson—Ritrer—In New Orleans, on Sunday, July 3, | 
by Rev. Dr. Newman, Mr. Henry L. Stevenson and Miss | 
Isabella Graham Ritter, daughter of Dr. Thomas Ritter, of | 
this city. 








a es 
' DIED. 


Cassipy—In Lancaster, Pa., July 12, Dr. P. Cassidy. Dr. 
Cassidy was a prominent practitioner aud Surgeon of the 
Board of Enrolment of the 9th Military District. 

McALLIstErR—In New York on Friday, July 29th, George 
McAllister, M. D. aged 37 years 

StopparpD.—Surgeon J. C. Stoddard, 56th U. 8S. Colored 
Troops, was killed in battle at Wallace’s Ferry, twenty miles 
east of Little Rock, Ark., July 26, 1864. 

Smita—In this city on the 7th of August, of typhoid fever, 
after a short illness, Mr. John Rowe Smith, in the 56th year 
of hisage. Mr. Smith had been fora long time a faithful and 
efficient agent of the Reporter, travelling principally in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and New York. He leaves a family of six 
children, orphans, three of them being too young to do any- 
thing for their own support, and a fourth an invalid. His wife 
died less than a year ago. 

WaLker—On July 3d, 1864, Mrs. Harriet Walker, wife of 
Dr R. H. Walker, of Church Hill, Trumbull Co., Ohio, aged 
59 years. 

WititamMs—In this city on the 14th of July, John C. Wil- 
liams, son of Dr. J. T. and Elizabeth Williams, aged 17 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


PPAF PPP PPP AR APA APPL LDP IL If LIL IOILDI OS 


| Thermometer 


| Sun Stroke....... aoe 





months, 


[Vor. XII, 
METEOROLOGY. 
22, ; 23, 24, | 25, 26, | 27, 28, 


& |S WwW. 8S |S W.) S. ON. W.NL Ww, 
} | 
Cl'dy, 


| 
Clear. Clear, 

Sh’ry. | 
Depth Rain...' 3-10 





August 
We icnicsess's 





Clear, ‘Clear. | 


Clear. ‘Clear, 
Hazy. | A 


Weather ... Ant 





| 


Minimum...... 66° | 68° 


| 84 | 88 | 8 _ | 79 
75.25 | 79.75 78.75) 72.75 








30.1 | na | sos 20.9 | 29.7 


At 12 M........: 30.0 
Germantown, Pa. 


| 


| 


6 


9 | 29.8 
B. J. Leepow, 
a ee 





MORTALITY. 


Philadelphia. 
Week ending 
August 29, 
New York, 
Week ending 
August 29, 
Baltimore. 
Week ending 
Week ending 
Providence. 
Month of 


Boston, 





& 
we 
8 


9 


1,000,000, 249,000 


| w= 


Popl’n, (estimated.) 
1 





oe 


i oe) 
Deaths in 100,000... | 
American........ eeceee 
een! 





~ ' 
Zymotic Diseases. | 
Cholera, Asiatic... 
Cholera Infantum .. 
Cholera Morbus..... 


— 
w ~ 
AOND he bo 


Diarrhea.... 
Diphtheria... 
Dysentery.... 
Erysipelas. .........0.! 
Fever, Intermittent) 
Fever, Remittent...| 
Fever, Scarlet. 
Fever, Typhoid.....! 
Fever, Typhus....... 
Fever, Yellow........ 
Hooping-cough...... 
[nfl nena ......oceoee 
Measles... 
Small Po 
Syphilis...........00++ 
Sporapic Disgases 
Albuminuria......... 
Apoplexy..... ° 
Consumption 
Convulsions.. 
DrOpsy .....sceseeeee one 
Gun-shot Wounds.. 
Intemperance 
Marasmus ...... 
Pleurisy ... 
Pneumonia . 
Puerperal Fever.... 
Scrofula ........00+0+ 
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Violence and Acc’ts 
* Under 5 years. 








WANTED. 

Subscribers having any of the following numbers to spare, 
will confer a favor, and likewise be credited on their running 
subscriptions, with such as they may return us. 

Vols. [, II, HL&IV. All the numbers. 

Vol. V. No. 1, Oct. 6, 60; No. 19, Feb. 9, 61. 

* VI. Nos. 18, 19, Aug. 3, 10, ’61. 
* VII. Nos. 1, 2,6, Oct. 5, 12, Noy. 9, '61; Nos. 10 to 13, 
Dec. 7, 61, to March 8, °63. 
* VIIL. Nos. 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, July 26, Aug. 2, 9, 30, Sept 
6, *62. 
IX. Nos 6, 7, 8,13 & 14,17 & 18, Nov. 8, 15, 22, "62 

Dec. 27, 62 & Jan. 3, 63, Jan. 24 & 31, °63. 

‘ XI. Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 21, Jam. 2, 16, 23, 30, Feb. 
13, March 12, May 21, "64. 





